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LAST	SUNDAY	OF	
THE	MONTH	

Sunday	26th	June	
Sunday	31st	July	

Sunday	28th	August	
There	are	only	three	dates	
this	summer	to	see	the	house	
and	gardens.	Arranged	through	

Invitation	To	View,	these	
private	tours	last	2.5	hours	
including	tea,	coffee	and	cake.	

	
WWW.INVITATIONTOVIEW.CO.UK	

	

Invitation	To	View	

Summer 2016 
21ST JUNE – 21ST SEPTEMBER 

TALLISTON 
T   I   M   E   S  

NEWS & EVENTS FROM OUR MAGICAL HOUSE & GARDENS 

Handcarved on reclaimed slate with 
the labyrinth of the house 
Unique designcarved in the Scottish 
borders by Hatch Burn Carve artist, Martin 
Wilson. WWW.FOLKSY.COM. 

The Talliston Talismans 

ALL	EVENTS	ARE	PRIVATE	AND	AVAILABLE	ONLY	TO	FRIENDS	OF	
TALLISTON.	IT	IS	OUR	UNDERSTANDING	THAT	THIS	NEWSLETTER	GOES	
OUT	TO	THE	FRIENDS	OF	THIS	PROJECT.	IF	YOU	ARE	NOT	A	FRIEND,	

PLEASE	UNSUBSCRIBE.	THANK	YOU.		

Welcome to the summer edition      
of our quarterly house bulletin 

This summer the focus is on our two gardens at Talliston. The 
Vegetable Patch in the Labyrinth has been planted with strawberries, 
chard, squashes and herbs – and as the spring flowers recede the  
     vegetables begin to flourish. In the Fountain Courtyard we have  
    replanted the jardiniere in purple and added a silver birch to the             
     Fernery. With the project finished, it’s a real pleasure  

   to be able to concetrate attention on Talliston’s  
                outside rooms in earnest… 
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HE AZTECS used the signs of Rabbit, 
House, Flint and Cane to create a 
calendar marking the year into four 
sections. The illustration above shows this 
ritual with a sun in the centre of the 

wheel. The Cane section of the calendar wheel is green, 
the colour of paradise Tamoanchan (the Aztec 
equivalent of the Garden of Eden), and represents the 
East. The Rabbit section is blue and represents the 
South. The House section is yellow and represents the 
West. The Flint section is the colour of sacrifice (red) 
and represents the North. Similarly, here at Talliston we 
wanted to extend the idea of the labyrinth to incorporate 
our own calendar and dispense with the modern 
celebrations of Christmas, Easter, Mother’s Day, 
Hallowe’en and so on. 
 
A world of personal celebrations 
Across the world agricultural activities reflected calendar 
rituals throughout the year. By practicing these rituals it 
was thought to bring fertility, luck and blessings to the 
peasant household. The number and variety of these 
customs, interwoven and colored with dramatic 
elements, is extremely varied by regions and ethnic 

THE TALLISTON RITUAL YEAR 

 T T 

e       The Ritual Year 
     How to structure your days in  
      a house where time holds no power 

groups. So we began with marking the seasons and 
attributing them to Lord Midwinter, Lady Midsummer, 
and the Faerie Queen and King (spring and autumn).  
Next we added each room to an appropriate month to 
focus our maintenance and cleaning rota. Freed of the 
‘Clinton Cards 
days’, the next task 
was to set markers 
for key dates in our 
personal calendar. 
Birthdays became a 
far greater focus, as 
did anniversaries for 
house build, project 
completed, naming 
day and moving in 
dates. The 
household gods 
were calendarised 
for holy days, and 
there we arrived at 
our own unique set 
of rites, rituals and 
celebrations. 

DRAWING	BY	JUAN	DE	TOVAR	
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advantage of an electric carving tool!” 
In 2014, Martin submitted his first piece to an 

exhibition in Peebles in the Scottish Borders. His 
work, entitled ‘Stream of Knowledge’ was 
constructed using reclaimed roofing boards and 
slate. It won the Creative Place first prize in the 
exhibition. Last year he submitted two pieces to 
an otter-themed exhibition at the Harestanes 
Countryside Visitor Centre near Jedburgh. 
Included was his largest work to date ‘The 
Immortality of Fixation’. This is a fully sized, 
anatomically correct otter skeleton measuring 1.2 
by 0.6 m which took around 70 hours to carve 
each individual bone. 

Martin is the only person in the UK who 
carves and sells Buddhist mantra and symbol 
stones and he supplies the shop at Kagyu Samye 
Ling Monastery which is the largest Tibetan 
Buddhist centre in Western Europe. Many of the 

stones he carves are found by him around the coast of the 
UK, especially Cornwall. 

 “I find inspiration not only from ancient carvings, but 
from the natural world, remote and sacred places, the 
magical and mystical.” Martin welcomes commissions 
which is how he came to craft the reclaimed slate 
labyrinths for Talliston’s Folksy store.  

ARTS & CRAFTS 

       INTRODUCING: 
 

 

• Dr Martin Wilson had spent most of his career in a 
lab coat. He gained a PhD in environmental toxicology in 
2003 and has worked in fields ranging from cancer 
research to pharmaceuticals. In 2013 he started work as an 
editor and writer at an online biology magazine. During 
this time, the managing director of the magazine gave him 
a gift in the form of a book entitled Be a Free Range Human 
by Marianne Cantwell. This guidebook changed the way 
in which Martin viewed work and the seed was sown. In 
2013, he established his own company- Hatch, Burn, 
Carve. ‘Hatch’ from the bird houses, feeders and chicken 
coops he makes, ‘Burn’ from the wood stores, candle 
holders and incense holders he creates and ‘Carve’ from 
stone carving.  

From an early age, Martin was fascinated by Pictish 
and Celtic carvings as well as ancient rock art and 
megalithic sites. His father gave him an old Black and 
Decker carving tool and, as he had some old roof slate, he 
began practicing his carving skills. “I wanted to create 
designs which had a greater permanency than my 
drawings and I wanted to feel the same flow of the Pictish 
beasts and Celtic knots which the incredibly skilled 
carvers must have felt centuries ago, albeit that I had the 

HATCH BURN CARVE 
Martin Wilson joins the creative team at Talliston and tells the story 
of his journey from scientist to award-winning stone carver 

VIEW MORE OF HIS WORK AT:  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/HATCHBURNANDCARVE 



 

 

 Praise for The Secret Poisoner 

	‘Linda	Stratmann	makes	a	fine	job	of	
chronicling	the	cat-and-mouse	contest	

between	poisoners	on	the	one	hand	and	
science	and	the	law	on	the	other.’		

Times	Literary	Supplement	
	

‘This	vivid	and	darkly	comical	history…’		
Mail	on	Sunday	

	
‘If	you	like	gruesome	death	and	the	history	

of	toxicology,	then	it	appears	
comprehensive.’		

The	Times	
	

‘horrifying	cases	are	set	out	in	macabre	
detail…	it	makes	you	goggle’		

The	Guardian	
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Again this year we have partnered with the Invitation To View scheme to offer 
new guests the chance to visit the house and gardens. On the last Sunday of each 

month, from May to September, we have two tours (13:00 and 15:00). Each tour 
features a full guided tour of the house and gardens by a member of the creative 

team, room by room, mapping out the labyrinth of the property and exploring each of 
the locations. All followed by refreshments and the chance to chat. 
 

Invitation to View started in Suffolk in 1998 with a mere 14 houses. It now extends 
across the country from the tip of Cornwall to Merseyside and continues to expand 

throughout England and Wales.  

Your Invitation To View! Your Invitation To View! 
Last	Sundays	from	May	to	September 

You’ll find full details of how to book and other properties at www.invitationtoview.co.uk 

AVAILABLE FROM AMAZON, WATERSTONES & ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS 

	
www . t a l l i s t on . c om  

i	n	f	o	@	t	a	l	l	i	s	t	o	n	.	c	o	m		|			07760 	 171100 	


