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Welcome to the summer edition 
of our quarterly chronicle 

And so we begin the last room of Talliston... Just writing that line brings a 
mix of emotions. I liken the house to the process of writing a book. Each 
room is a chapter, and the entire story cannot be read properly until the 
house is completed. Yet so much of my life has been influenced by the 
places I’ve travelled, the people I have met and the incredible  
inner journey of transormation I have undertaken, that it’s  
hard not to feel that I’m going to miss this particular book  
once its writing is done. 

Grand Open House Weekend: 16-18 October 
 Daily tours 
10:30	  –	  16:00 

Private views 
19:30	  –	  23:00	  
Candle-lit private views 
allowing you access all 
areas to discover the 
entire labyrinth of the 
house and gardens at 
your leisure. 

Accommodation 
	  Affordable	  packages	  
For those travelling 
from afar, we have 
some great rates on     
4* accommodation a 
minute's walk from the 
Talliston’s front door. 

Time tours of the entire 
finished house and 
gardens fully staffed 
with room occupants 
and including tea and 
cake in the Sioux Tipi.  

ALL	  EVENTS	  ARE	  PRIVATE	  AND	  AVAILABLE	  ONLY	  TO	  FRIENDS	  OF	  TALLISTON.	  IT	  IS	  OUR	  UNDERSTANDING	  THAT	  THIS	  NEWSLETTER	  GOES	  OUT	  TO	  
THE	  FRIENDS	  OF	  THIS	  PROJECT.	  IF	  YOU	  ARE	  NOT	  A	  FRIEND,	  PLEASE	  UNSUBSCRIBE.	  THANK	  YOU.	  FOR	  MORE	  INFO	  CALL	  07760	  171100.	  
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ransforming a room at Talliston is a fairly 
lengthy and immensely costly enterprise that 
allows for little room for error. Go down the 
wrong path and precious time and money is 

wasted – and both are in very short supply. Though the 
original 25-year timescale may seem generous, the 
shortest time to build a room comes out around the two 
and a half year mark, with a price tag to match. So, 
forward planning and budget management are crucial, yet 
not at the expense of allowing a sense of freedom to 
explore possibilities and encourage ideas. This is why we 
created the Talliston room lifecycle. A way to approach 
each unique space in a creative and managed way.  
 
The Talliston Room Lifecycle 
Here is an overview of the six distinct phases of each 
location at Talliston. Sometimes we get to fully focus on 
one particular room, though most of the time we are 
moving through a variety, especially swapping outside for 
inside as we juggle the unpredictability of the English 
seasons and weather. 
 
1. Dream 
Without thought of 
budget or time 
scales, the first step 
is to create the 
what, where and 
story the project is 
to encompass. To 
do this we 
approach the room 
emotionally, rather 
than practically, 

 T KL 
trying to find that moment or feeling that informs as to 
the time and place, occupant or even first object from 
which all other ideas and associations flow. So The 
Voodoo Kitchen posed the question: “Where in the world 
would you like to eat Sunday morning breakfast?” and all 
the easy sense of relaxation that comes with it. For The 
Cabin it was more about the feeling of being in the 
middle of the wilderness rather than ten paces from the 
main house. 
 
Dreaming without judgement or self-criticism is a great 
habit to engender in our lives, anyway. Just here we get 
to live, breathe  and experience the room before lifting a 
single finger to create it.    
 
2. Explore 
Once we have the idea, the time comes to discover how 
we are going to achieve the vision. Here we decide upon 
budgets, time scales, start collecting designs and really 
honing the dream into a realistic plan. Mood boards are 
created to link colours, major objects are located and the 
time period is researched to begin filling in the gaps and 

HOUSE & GARDEN 

`       The Life of a Room 
     A simple guide to the process and steps  
           for transforming a location at Talliston 
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FROM DREAM TO REALITY 
Because of the Dream to create a dining experience on par with the 
lavish Victorian dinner parties of yesteryear, creation of the actual 
chapel dining area was made manageable – and achievable! 

fleshing out the story we want to tell. Here we try to fill in 
as much detail as we can, map out phases of the project 
(for example, if it is an outdoor garden, planning across 
multiple summer months) and starting to decide when 
would be a good time to visit the real world location.    
 
3. Source 
With the plan in place, sourcing for the project can begin. 
How many people are required? Are there any pecialist 
skills needed to be learned? Where are the raw materials 
and items coming from? Realising the room’s vision is a 
very long path, and not all aspects need to be decided at 
the beginning. It is better to focus on the smaller tasks 
rather than the entire room and all the many things that 
need doing, buying and building.  
 
4. Build 
In this stage of the lifecycle it’s time to start constructing 
each piece of the final vision, bringing together people, 
tools and materials to create something extraordinary 
from the ordinary. The cycle of Explore, Source and Build 
is constant throughout the project, requiring many 
iterations to bring the final room into being. Each one 
feeds the other, and when there is doubt or conflict, we 
can shift through these stages before progressing. 

5. Sustain  
After the many iterations of sourcing and building, and 
with the completed location comes the time when we 
enter a phase of continuous upkeep and maintenance. 
Each room is not a static environment; gardens grow, 
bulbs burn out and paint becomes cracked or chipped. 
Keep a room fresh and clean requires a lot of planning 
and house management, though with vintage items, a 
little dust and wear is good for the overall feeling of this 
being a real location – rather than a themed area.  
 
6. Release 
The final stage is vital and inevitable, and requires 
planning as to when you are to let your vision go and 
pass it on to those that will come after you. With 
Talliston, the journey was to create the final house, not 
for any specific purpose or intent. Like writing a novel, 
there comes a time when each of the chapters is 
written, editing is done and it goes off to be published. 
The book is created and the story is ready to be read by 
people independent from the author. That is why we 
know that one day will come the time to give the house 
and gardens away, to pass the vision on to another – 
and for the house to enter a new phase of its history. 
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Spring project news 
21ST MARCH | APRIL | MAY | 21ST JUNE 
We look back over what’s been happening at the house 
during the past three months. 

The Hall of Mirrors 
     HALL & STAIRS | WATER 

 
Apart from the replanting of the Talliston gardens this summer, 
we are left with just two locations to finish. Through the spring 
months the lower entranceway and the upper hall (it can hardly be 
called a landing!) have been designed and sourced for items and 
architectural features – with a fun time had in distressing the stone 
and plasterwork with copious amounts of tea and coffee stain. 
Then we moved onto creating the stonework walls and ceiling of 
the entrance hall. Caroline Weidmann revisited to fit her beautiful 
stained glass oval panel in the front door, while we added a Gothic 
plaster ceiling rose  
with a rather 
impressive finial. 
The design of this 
represents a 
stylized compass 
rose at the 
intersection of the 
crossing of ways 
in the hall. The Starhouse 

       CONSERVATORY | AIR  
 
In the Japanese teahouse, most of the time so far has been spent clearing 
the room of tools and moving it from a winter workshop to a place where 
we have access to the walls, floor and ceiling. The first tasks will be adding 
over 1400 simulated rivet studs to all the woodwork, and fitting the 
lattice panelling into the ceiling squares. For each of the window 
squares we are adding fretwork tat pays homage to Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s light court at The Rookery in Chicago 
(pictured). The Rookery is in the heart of Chicago’s 
financial district and, in the wake of the Great Fire 
of 1871, many multi-storied office buildings 
transformed the landscape of this American city.  
 
With electricity in its infancy, it was designed to 
deliver as much natural light to the interior as 
possible. At the heart of The Rookery is the light 
court, a two-story space of wrought iron and glass. 
Illuminated by natural light from the well above 
and sheltered from the elements, the light court 
inspired one contemporary critic to proclaim, 
“There is nothing bolder, more original, or more 
inspiring in modern civic architecture than [the 
Rookery’s] glass-covered court.” The effect of this 
will completely bring the focus back to the glass 
and wood wall areas, and allow us to then move on 
to creating the lighting elements for the room.  
 
 
 

HOUSE & GARDEN 

During her visit from the US, Leah Frederick  
adapted and painted these swallows for the upper hall 

stonework from an original Minoan fresco design 
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FURTHER INFO AT WWW.HYPERACUSISRESEARCH.ORG  

At Crimefest 2015 with Martin Edwards and Catherine 
Aird. Photo: Ayo Onatade. 

 
We all have challenges we have had to 
face in life, and in meeting them and 
overcoming them we can learn so much 
about ourselves and what we are capable 

of. John, in his extraordinary and unique Talliston project 
has over the years faced and overcome obstacles that I am 
sure would have defeated many another person, but he has 
done so with ingenuity, optimism and sheer hard work.   

 
The Children of Silence 
My latest book in the Frances Doughty series, The Children 
of Silence, deals with physical challenges, taking us into the 
world of people with hearing disabilities in the 1880s. I was 
first inspired to write about this when I read about a 
remarkable event, a revolution in the way that deaf children 
were being taught which occurred at that time. Following 
an academic conference in Milan in 1880 it was decided that 
the best method of teaching was what was called ‘pure oral’ 
in other words the children would only be taught to speak 
and lip read and the use of sign language was to be banned. 
Children who had already learned sign language used to 
sign to others in class when the teacher’s back was turned, 
and some had their hands tied together to prevent them 
doing this, but that didn’t stop them conversing in sign 
language after school was over. Despite the ban the use of 
sign language did not die out, and it took almost 100 years 

for teachers to 
realise that the 
well-meant 
pure oral 
method which 
occupied 
many hours of 
the school day 
was holding 
back the 
education of 
deaf children. 
The teaching 
of sign 
language was 
re-introduced 
and it is now 
recognised as 
an essential 
skill for 
learning and 
commun-
ication.  

The book also features two hearing disabilities I have 
myself, tinnitus and hyperacusis, and is dedicated to all people 
with hyperacusis and those who are working to make their lives 
better. Tinnitus, which is a constant noise in the head that 
cannot be heard by others, is very common. In the nineteenth 
century people with tinnitus were sometimes thought to be 
insane. Hyperacusis which often accompanies tinnitus, is a 
lesser known condition, hearing damage which makes everyday 
noises painful and has a huge impact on the education, work 
and social lives of sufferers. I wanted my book to raise 
awareness of this life-altering disability, so that people who 
suffer from it can receive more understanding from those 
around them and have a better quality of life while we are 
waiting for that elusive cure to come along.   

 
Meeting challenges 
For someone with hyperacusis Talliston is such a pleasure to 
visit. The quiet gentle atmosphere and soft background sounds 
are very soothing to my ears and help distract from the tinnitus, 
too. We meet challenges in different ways. It is easy to give in 
and admit defeat, but that is something John and I will never 
do. We look for answers and we find something positive 
coming out of adversity. John has worked harder than anyone 
can imagine, and created the Friends of Talliston who are 
dedicated to making the dream come true. I have written a 
book, created a Facebook community for people with 
hyperacusis, and contributed to conferences and research.   

Onward!  
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       OUR ARTISTIC PATRON 
 

AGAINST ALL ODDS 
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ALL GOOD FRIENDS 
Where we ask our Friends a little 
about themselves, their interests  
and why they visit the house… 

m	  Tell	  us	  a	  bit	  about	  yourself.	  
I	  am	  an	  Australian	  writer	  of	  fiction	  and	  
non-‐fiction,	  a	  freelance	  book	  editor,	  a	  
reformed	  journalist,	  and	  an	  avid	  book	  
reader	  and	  collector.	  I	  am	  a	  published	  
author	  of	  three	  non-‐fiction	  books	  and	  
contributor	  to	  two	  pending	  dark	  
fiction/fantasy	  anthologies	  due	  out	  in	  
2015.	  At	  the	  moment	  I'm	  throwing	  myself	  
into	  short	  stories	  and	  mapping	  out	  a	  dark	  
fantasy	  series	  set	  in	  Dorset,	  UK.	  I	  write	  
across	  the	  genres	  of	  dark	  fantasy,	  crime,	  
Fortean	  (non-‐fiction),	  and	  folklore.	  
	  
m	  Where	  did	  you	  first	  hear	  about	  
Talliston?	  
I	  first	  came	  across	  the	  Talliston	  Writers’	  
Circle	  in	  2014	  on	  the	  www.meetup.com	  
site,	  while	  I	  was	  looking	  for	  writing	  groups	  
to	  join.	  I	  was	  intrigued	  by	  the	  connection	  
with	  the	  House	  and	  sought	  it	  out	  via	  
Google.	  I	  was	  immediately	  hooked	  and	  
knew	  this	  was	  the	  writing	  group	  for	  me	  
(even	  if	  it	  was	  on	  the	  other	  side	  of	  the	  
planet)!	  I	  also	  knew	  I	  had	  to	  
get	  over	  to	  the	  UK	  as	  soon	  as	  
possible	  to	  visit	  this	  
masterpiece	  of	  interior	  
design	  and	  unbridled	  
imagination.	  
	  
m	  What	  events	  have	  you	  
attended?	  	  
I	  have	  only	  had	  the	  pleasure	  
of	  lobbing	  into	  a	  meeting	  
once	  via	  Skype	  at	  5am	  
Australian	  time.	  Despite	  the	  
early	  hour,	  it	  was	  a	  great	  
meeting	  and	  came	  at	  the	  
right	  time	  for	  me,	  further	  
stoking	  my	  passion	  for	  
writing.	  I	  was	  quite	  thrilled	  
to	  meet	  all	  of	  the	  Talliston	  
writers	  and	  found	  myself	  
wishing	  I	  could	  jump	  in	  a	  
TARDIS	  to	  join	  them	  all	  in	  the	  
flesh.	  	  
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m	  What’s	  the	  appeal?	  
It’s	  more	  than	  a	  house,	  
it’s	  a	  community	  –	  a	  
community	  of	  
dreamers	  and	  creators	  
drawn	  together	  by	  the	  
Talliston	  experience	  
and	  the	  passion	  and	  
enthusiasm	  of	  John	  
and	  Marcus.	  I	  was	  
moved	  to	  support	  the	  
crowd-‐funding	  
campaign	  to	  save	  
Talliston	  in	  late	  2014,	  
and	  am	  beyond	  elated	  
that	  the	  dream	  now	  
lives	  on!	  
	  
m	  Have	  you	  met	  anyone	  interesting?	  
Crime	  author	  Linda	  Stratmann	  (albeit	  
via	  Skype).	  I’ve	  since	  purchased	  book	  
one	  in	  the	  Frances	  Doughty	  Mysteries	  to	  
read.	  I’ve	  also	  now	  met	  therapist	  and	  
writer	  Jenny	  Lynn	  in	  the	  flesh	  in	  
Australia	  last	  year	  for	  a	  hot	  chocolate	  at	  
the	  now	  infamous	  Lindt	  Café	  at	  Martin	  
Place	  when	  she	  visited.	  I	  love	  how	  these	  
connections	  can	  spill	  over	  in	  all	  kinds	  of	  
unexpected	  directions.	  
	  
m	  What	  do	  you	  like	  most	  about	  the	  
house	  and	  gardens?	  
It’s	  like	  parting	  a	  veil;	  the	  rooms	  
transport	  you	  to	  another	  time	  and	  place.	  
I	  often	  find	  myself	  browsing	  the	  rooms	  
of	  the	  house	  online,	  picking	  out	  fresh	  
details	  and	  examining	  the	  walls	  and	  

floors	  anew.	  The	  whole	  house	  is	  a	  visual	  
delight,	  and	  one	  that	  continues	  to	  
stimulate	  the	  senses,	  even	  from	  afar,	  with	  
a	  sense	  of	  discovery	  and	  wonder.	  It’s	  
beautiful	  and	  functional,	  and	  reminds	  me	  
of	  a	  labyrinth	  in	  some	  ways.	  Be	  sure	  to	  tie	  
some	  string	  about	  your	  waist	  if	  you	  visit	  –	  
you	  never	  know	  in	  which	  time	  or	  place	  
you	  may	  end	  up!	  	  
	  
m	  What	  keeps	  you	  coming	  back?	  
I	  think	  because	  there	  are	  two	  Tallistons.	  
Talliston	  House	  and	  Gardens	  in	  its	  
physical	  form,	  a	  grand	  home	  that	  has	  
sprung	  from	  a	  fertile	  imagination	  and	  
been	  shaped	  by	  many	  pairs	  of	  hands.	  And	  
then	  there	  is	  the	  astral	  Talliston,	  the	  one	  
home	  to	  a	  cast	  of	  kindred	  spirits	  drawn	  
together	  across	  time	  and	  geography.	  
There’s	  something	  rather	  magical	  about	  
the	  house	  in	  both	  its	  forms.	  	  
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BOOK NOW AT: TALLISTON.COM 
Secure your place and help support the completion of this unique project!  
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Ingredients 
Main course from anniversary dinner  

Fish Stew with Lemon Grass and Coconut Milk 
Monkfish, scallops and prawns in an aromatic sauce 

l  3 stalks of lemon grass 

l  2 tbsp groundnut or sesame seed oil 

l  2 green chillies, deseeded and chopped 

l  4 cloves of garlic, thinly sliced 

l  200g carrots, thinly sliced 

l  300ml fish stock 

l  400ml can of coconut milk 

l  500g raw peeled tiger prawns 

l  400g monkfish, cut into pieces 

l  1 bunch spring onion 

l  200g scallops 

l  Chives for garnish  

 

1 Peel the outer covering of the lemon grass stalks. Finely chop 
the lower white bulbous parts and discard the fibrous tops. Heat 
the oil in a large, heavy-based saucepan, then add the chillies and 
the lemon grass and fry for 1 minute. 
 
2 Add the garlic and the carrots and fry for 3-4 minutes, until 
garlic starts to turn golden. Stir in the fish stock and coconut milk 
and bring to the boil, then reduce the heat and simmer, uncovered 
for 15 minutes or until reduced slightly. 
 
3 Meanwhile slit open the back of each prawn and scrape out 
any black vein with small knife. Add the monkfish to the 
coconut mixture, then cover and simmer for 4-5 
minutes, until the fish has started ot turn opaque.   
 
4 Add the spring onions, scallops and 
prawns and cook for 3-4 minutes, until the 
prawns have turned pink and the scallops 
are tender and cooked through. 
Stir in the lime rind and 
juice, and then sprinkle 
with chives.  
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NEXT ISSUE  1  AUTUMN 2015  2  21ST SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

With less than 100 days of the project to run before the deadline, we 
are again battling the elements of time and money! As we embark on 
creating our futuristic Japanese tea house, we need to generate monies 

to allow us to progress with construction. 

So if you were thinking of organising an event booking, please do so. 
We need about three big events or about five smaller ones to reach our 

target. Any help in completing Talliston will be greatly received! And please if 
you know of anyone who'd love to visit for an event, please share! 
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The final coutdown 
Help get us through the last months of the project 
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Talliston’s Travelling Wonder 
Now you can experience all the magic of the house in your own home!  

 Talliston’s thirteenth location is 
a mystical Sioux Tipi – the 
wandering room that allows all 
the magic and wonder of the 
house and gardens to travel 
anywhere in the world. Created 
as a way of spreading the secret 

of Talliston, this summer a brand new venture is launched 
upon the unsuspecting world. 
 
From today, ladies and gentlemen, you will be able to 
summon the Tipi for your very own grand afternoon tea 
party or dinner experience. Either indoors or out, Chef 
Marcus and the supper club crew will be whisked to 
wherever you are and magically concoct a fabulous feast 
right before your very eyes.  
 
It’s all the handcrafted unique menus, gorgeous 
presentation, fine china and meticulous atmosphere and 
experience of the Talliston Supper Club – just over at 
yours! Truly a travelling wonder! 
 

For an information pack, email: info@talliston.com
 


