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In this issue 

 

Welcome to the autumn edition      
of our quarterly chronicle 

Volunteer Days 
28/29	  September 

Tuscan Dinner 
11/12	  September	  
Harvest-themed four-
course menu of 
traditional food from 
the heart of Italy 

Halloween Meal  
	  25/26	  October	  
As thunderstorms rage, 
dare you dine in the 
haunted house of this 
New Orleans family? 

Join us for our next 
open day for a unique 
insight into how 
Talliston is created. 

From our Sri Lankan themed private  
party in the Treehouse Sanctuary 

 FOR	  FULL	  EVENT	  INFORMATION	  &	  BOOKINGS,	  SEE	  TALLISTON.COM	  OR	  CALL	  07760	  171100	  

Save the date 

The	  Talliston	  Logo	  Explained	  
Exploring	  the	  symbology	  of	  the	  Ship	  of	  
Fools,	  its	  motifs	  and	  meanings	  

Music & Entertainment 

Cara	  Winter	  kicks	  off	  brand	  new	  season	  
of	  acoustic	  gigs	  in	  The	  Watchtower	  

Project news 

Summer	  progress	  report	  from	  the	  house	  
(21st	  June	  to	  21st	  September)	  

Food & Drink 

Latest	  supper	  club	  dates,	  plus	  recipes	  
from	  our	  midsummer	  dinner	  party	  
Arts & Crafts   

News	  of	  our	  new	  poetry	  open	  mic,	  plus	  
a	  grand	  day	  out	  for	  the	  writers’	  circle	  

As you’ll see from this latest edition, we keep on expanding. As well as 
having our regular updates on the house project, recipes from recent supper 
clubs and event highlights from our calendar, this season we’ve added more. 
So be sure to check out our new sections on music, entertainment, food, arts 
and lifestyle – helping you get right to the section that 
interests you and brought you to find ‘the hidden place’  
in the first instance. Hope you like our new look! 

Shopping & Lifestyle   

Guest	  interview	  –	  plus	  your	  set	  of	  
money-‐off	  vouchers!	  
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very journey has to start 
somewhere, and in this at least 
Talliston is no different. The first 
ideas of what has grown into a 

25-year project began with the wish to build 
a house centred around the elements. Almost 
universally, at the core of every dwelling lie 
four central locations: the hearth, the bed, 
the toilet and the food storage and 
preparation area. To these the elements of 
fire, air, earth and water seem easily 
afforded, while the fifth element of spirit or 
shadow links to the place of the gods. Here is 
the heart of the project, and it is not by 
chance that our official logo shares each of 
these elements in its circular design. But that 
is just part of the story. 
 
A fantastical vessel 
In the closing chapters of Forever A-Men 
(third of The A-Men Trilogy, John Trevillian, 
Troubador Publishing, 2012), a strange ship 
appears and this vessel is a homage to the 
concept of the Talliston logo. The 
introductory passage reads: 
 
“And there between me and the void is a 
ship. A strange galleon moored upon ragged 
rocks. It has one mast. Made from a gnarled 
ancient tree that grows out of the hull. 
Instead of leaves, all manner of sails and 
rigging and lanterns hang on its twisted 
branches… I walk the length of the strange 
ship. Right to the tip of the misshapen prow. 
Two roots twisted up and around. Forming a 
crook on which a huge lantern hangs. There 
also is the wheel for the anchor. The single 
length of chain that’s holding us here…”  
 
The Ship of Fools 
This half-tree, half-galleon draws its design 
and purpose from the concept of the ship of 
fools, an allegory that has long been a fixture 
in Western literature and art. It depicts a 

 E 1 

THE TALLISTON LOGO EXPLAINED 

© 1490-1500 (Hieronymus Bosch); Musée du Louvre, Paris 

&!       The Ship of Fools 
   Exploring the symbology of the  
Talliston logo, its motifs and meanings 
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THE TALLISTON LOGO EXPLAINED 

vessel populated by human inhabitants who are 
deranged, frivolous, or oblivious passengers aboard a ship 
without a pilot, and seemingly ignorant of their own 
direction. This concept makes up the framework of the 
15th century book Ship of Fools (1494) by Sebastian Brant, 
which served as the inspiration for Bosch's famous 
painting, Ship of Fools: a ship – an entire fleet at first – 
sets off from Basel to the paradise of fools. In literary and 
artistic compositions of the 15th and 16th centuries, the 
cultural motif of the ship of fools also served to parody 
the 'ark of salvation' as the Catholic Church was styled. 
 
Michel Foucault, who wrote Madness and Civilization, saw 
in the ship of fools a symbol of the consciousness of sin 
and evil alive in the medieval mindset and imaginative 
landscapes of the Renaissance. According to Jose 
Barchilon's introduction to Madness and Civilization: 
 
“Renaissance men developed a delightful, yet horrible 
way of dealing with their mad denizens: they were put on 
a ship and entrusted to mariners because folly, water, and 
sea, as everyone then 'knew', had an affinity for each 

other. Thus, 'Ship of Fools' crisscrossed the sea and 
canals of Europe with their comic and pathetic cargo 
of souls. Some of them found pleasure and even a cure 
in the changing surroundings, in the isolation of being 
cast off, while others withdrew further, became worse, 
or died alone and away from their families. The cities 
and villages which had thus rid themselves of their 
crazed and crazy, could now take pleasure in watching 
the exciting sideshow when a ship full of foreign 
lunatics would dock at their harbors.” 
 
Form and design 
The logo was designed to look like a print from an old 
woodcut, suggesting the agelessness of the interiors, 
and also the emotional and experiential language from 
which Talliston has been built. Its circular design 
suggests unity, eternity and the endless wheel of nature 
and the seasons. The entire form of the design has 
been chosen to embody all these multifarious themes 
and ideas – the journey, the elements, eternity, one’s 
life quest and so on – while also retaining a 
straightforward and cohesive image. 
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Summer project news 
21ST JUNE | JULY | AUGUST | 21ST SEPTEMBER 

We look back over what’s been happening at the house 
during the past three months. 

The Labyrinth 
     FRONT GARDEN | EARTH 

 
The main focus for 
this summer has 
been the completion 
of our Gothic 
Revival gardens at 
the front of the 
house. The lowered 
Vegetable Patch 
paths are being 
created using Old 
English pavers in a 
red latticed pattern, 
while the same bricks are also used to create the columns for the 
eventual knapped flint retaining wall. 
 
We have also been planning the irrigation and water channels that 
border the central path, inspired by the medieval brick pathways 
and waterways of Cressing Temple Barns (above). 

The Haunted Bedroom 
       MASTER BEDROOM | FIRE  

 
While most of the last few months have been spent outside in The 
Labyrinth, there were always plenty of days when the heat of the 
sunshine or the fall of the rain meant moving indoors to continue 
the woodwork and planning on the Haunted Bedroom. After 
adding the corbels and coving to the lantern ceiling, it soon 
became clear that a lot of the beauty of the carved woodwork 
would be lost in the shadows, so new designs were drawn to 
provide illumination. Four green mosaic grilles were added to the 
cardinal points of the room, while in each corner cold cast bronze 
angels were placed to add the requisite touch of Gothic.  
 
The throne toilet was fully installed and connected, and we began 
sourcing suitable plaid carpet – a difficult task as most ‘Scottish 
style’ carpets were incredibly twee. Eventually, we found Adam 
Carpets’ Marquette Plaid Stanford Cardinal. This stunning take on 

the traditional 
plaid design brings 
a splash of red to a 
room 
predominated 
with black and 
somber greens – 
and hides a 
sinister-looking 
circle beneath… 

PROJECT NEWS 

Each of the angels is 
moulded from cold-cast 

bronze in intricate detail 

The Haunted Bedroom carpet 
provides a splash of colour to 
the Scottish bedchamber 

The Vegetable Patch red brick 
pathways form the entrance 
part of the garden labyrinth 
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MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT 

 

CARA WINTER 
Kicking off our first gig of the new season 

NIGHT’S DARK DREAMING 
Steampunk mystery theatre dinner party  

A ROUND-UP OF THE NEXT INTIMATE UNPLUGGED GIGS, MURDER 
PARTIES AND THE LAUNCH OF A VERY SPECIAL NIGHT OUT. 

Hailing from a ramshackle corner of Essex, 
Kevin Pearce is a gifted singer songwriter 
whose music takes listeners on ethereal and 
emotional journeys filled with acoustic 
sounds, vintage electro FX and soaring vocals. 

MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT 

Talliston Unplugged | Cara Winter 
Saturday 16th November (Evening: 19:00 – 22:30) 

English singer/songwriter Cara Winter rejoins cellist and 
string arranger Nick Cooper (Kate Bush, Peter Gabriel, 
Goldfrapp) for a special evening’s entertainment. Come and 
experience her haunting and elemental music, evoking 
images of the sea and ghostly circus carnivals. 

Set in 1889 at the Paris World’s Fair 
Saturday 30th November (Evening: 19:30 – 23:30) 

In Brief | Kevin Pearce 
Saturday 25th January 

In Brief | Robin Grey 
Saturday 1st March 

In Brief | Murder at Sharky Point 
21st/22nd/23rd March 

Inspired by the timeless work of Bob Dylan 
and Joanna Newsom, and compared to 
Leonard Cohen and Tom Waits, Robin 
colours in his songs with music described as 
‘gently experimental nu-folk’  

You are invited to the lavish and arcane 
mansion of eminent physician and scientist 
Dr. Black for a night of murder, mystery and 
three-course dinner set in and around our 
Victorian-themed Watchtower. 

The Exposition Universelle is the place to be as visitors 
from around the globe marvel at the latest technical 
achievements that are on exhibit here. Join a group of 
distinguished guests for high tea and dinner aboard Thomas 
Edison’s prototype aether flyer: Night’s Dark Dreaming. 
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Talliston For Hire | Bespoke Experiences 
 
 
From Saturday 21st December – Tuesday 31st December (Evening: 19:00 – 22:30) 
 

Whether you’re celebrating Christmas with family, dining with 
work colleagues, or seeing in the New Year with a few of your 
friends, you’re guaranteed a great, stress-free time at Talliston. We 
have the perfect Christmas venue for you, either for dinner for 
eight or a buffet party for up to 25. There are eight dates to choose 
from and we will handle all the arrangements – all you have to do 
is make the booking, arrive and enjoy great food and a magical 
candle-lit Christmas event. 

Christmas at Talliston 

Talliston Supper Club | Food & Drink 
 
 
Friday 11 October (Evening: 19:30 – 23:30) 
Saturday 12 October (Evening: 19:30 – 23:30) 
 

The first of our world cuisine secret suppers takes us to Italy with a 
four-course feast of traditional Tuscan. Courses include antipasto, 
primo, secondo/contorno and dolce full of fine seasonal flavours. 
Inspired by a passion for food, people and conversation, our 
supper club is an intimate private dining room created to satisfy 
appetites for a friendly and adventurous eating experience. 

Tastes of Tuscany: An Italian Dinner Party 

Talliston Supper Club | Food & Drink 
 
 
Friday 25 March (Evening: 19:30 – 22:30) 
Saturday 26 October (Evening: 19:30 – 22:30)  
 

Join us for a sumptuous New Orleans dinner party for Hallowe’en. 
As a thunderstorm rages dare you dine in the haunted house of 
this New Orleans family? What lurks within the sealed room? 
Who are the mysterious members of the L’Estrange family. Will 
you survive to reveal their deadly secret? 
 
 

 

The Haunting of Manse L’Estrange 

Talliston Supper Club | Food & Drink 
 
 
Friday 14th February – Saturday 15th February (Evening: 19:00 – 22:30) 
 

For an extra special Valentine’s Day meal that’s a little out of the 
ordinary, why not book your own private table at Talliston? Whether 
you choose the candlelit chapel with its hand-painted ceiling, the 
Canadian log cabin or dine in the treetops of our bamboo treehouse, 
you’re set for a truly memorable romantic evening for two. Featuring a 
classic three-course menu with a few twists and surprises, just arrive 
with something to drink and the one you love – we’ll do the rest! 
 
 

A Valentine’s Day Dinner Party 

g 

THESE ARE JUST HIGHLIGHTS OF WHAT’S ON. FOR FULL LISTINGS  & BOOKINGS, SEE THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT TALLISTON.COM OR CALL 07760 171100. 

FOOD & DRINK 

FOOD  &  DRINK 
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Welsh lamb cutlet with apple & rosemary  
in a light tart case, served on a tower of scrumpy roasted vegetables 

 

A  4-6 Welsh lamb cutlets 

A  30ml (2tbsp) soft dark brown sugar 

A  12g (½oz) butter 

A  1 red onion, peeled and cut into 8 thin wedges 

A  1 apple, sliced 

A  3 sprigs fresh rosemary 

A  Olive oil to drizzle 

A  500g puff pastry 

 

Ingredients 
Main course from our Midsummer dinner  

Midsummer Dinner Party meal in full 

FOOD & DRINK 

1 To make rosti topper, use two medium potatoes 
per person. Cut in half and boil with the skins on until 
a fork can just start to penetrate the potato, roughly 8 
mins or so. Now let cool and then put into a 
refrigerator for at least 5 hours to cool right down. 
Grate the potatoes, start with the flat cut side and the 
skin will remain. 
2 Finely chop 3 spring onions and season and gently 
stir. Gently fry in clarified butter until brown and 
crispy on the outside. You can use egg frying rings to 
make the rosti hold better together for presentation if 
you prefer. These also can be made in advance and 
reheated in the oven. 
3 Marinade a medley of root vegetables 
(parsnips, charlotte potatoes, beetroots, carrots, 
whole shallots). Cut to about to about 4cm 
chunks and put in a large bowl and cover with 
cider and some finely chopped rosemary and 
seasoning for about 3-4 hours. 

4 Drain off the cider and keep to one side. Add some 
cooking oil and a tablespoon of soft brown sugar to the 
vegetable and stir in, making sure all the vegetables are 

well coated. Turn in a preheated oven and roast. Stir 
every so often. The vegetables will shrink a little, and 

should be browned and tender to the bite. 
5 Pour the cider into a saucepan (if you have used the 

beetroots, the cider should be a really deep red colour). 
Add a dessertspoon of soft brown sugar and then reduce 

the sauce by half. 
6 Roll out short crust pastry, made with 4oz cooking 

fat and 8oz of plain flour, water and salt. The pastry 
needs to be about 5-8mm thick. Cut into disks about 

10cm diameter, place on a greased oven tray, prick 
all over with a fork and cook until lightly golden 
brown. Leave to cool on a wire rack when done. 

Lastly, steam the quartered leeks, cut lengthways in 
steamers and add to final elements. Construct the 

entire tower and serve immediately. 

A  Preprandials: England [The Labyrinth] 
A snifter of Summer Cup with infusions of Earl Grey tea, verbena  

and cucumber (courtesy of Sipsmith of London) 
 

A  Starter: Scotland [The Haunted Bedroom] 
Scottish smoked salmon pâté served on Highland oatcakes, with  

lemon wedge and green leaf garnish 
 

A  Main: Wales [The Watchtower] 
Welsh lamb cutlets with apple and rosemary in light tart case,  

served on a tower of scrumpy roasted vegetables 
 

A  Pudding: Ireland [The Fountain Courtyard] 
Traditional Irish trifle with strawberries, almonds and sherry 

7 



 

 

TALLISTON TIMES AUTUMN 2013 

8 

 

   THE TALLISTON WRITERS’ CIRCLE  IN 

              A  GRAND DAY OUT   
  In what we hope will be a regular occurrence, the Talliston Writers’ Circle were invited 

to spend a day on the Essex coastline day. Travelling to Sonia’s cottage in Thorpe-Le-
Soken, we were given the task of creating a chapter about a fictitious seaside town 
called Rolphington-on-Sea. Both out on the beach and with time spent with other 
writers – the trip also included an all-day writing exercise and communal picnic. 
 
Feedback for the day was unanimously positive, and certainly the weather helped, but 
the real reason it was such a hit was due to the way everyone rallied together as a group 
on the day. Such was the day’s success that everyone is certain they’ll be another grand 
day out – and a new writing challenge – sooner rather than later. 

ARTS & CRAFTS 

Talliston Poetry Circle is the latest edition to our 
Arts & Crafts events. With a monthly meeting on 
the third Thursday, the Talliston Poetry Circle is a 
challenging and supportive group for all levels of 
talent and experience. Offering monthly meetings 
in a unique environment, our aim is to inspire 
poets to create their best, most engaging new work 
– and to share their poems at our candlelit open 
mic evenings. Poets will discover a creative hub of 
feedback and support, while newer writers gain the 
confidence to share their work to a wider audience. 
Various workshops are planned during the year. 

POETRY GROUP LAUNCHES  
WITH OPEN MIC EVENING 

The Talliston 
Writers’ Circle is 

a challenging 
and supportive 

group for all 
levels of talent 

and experience.  
• • • • • 

Meetings are 
held on the third 
Tuesday of the 

month in 
Talliston’s 

Watchtower. 
Post-picnic, the writers’ get stuck into their 
writing challenge – creating the fictitious 
town of Rolphington-on_Sea 

% INTRODUCING OUR NEW CIRCLE 

= FIND OUT MORE VIA OUR MEETUP GROUP… 7 
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LIFESTYLE & SHOPPING 

k Tell us a bit about yourself. 
I live beneath a Victorian Castle Folly in 
the beautiful village of Mow Cop with my 
husband and six-year-old son. I keep busy 
as an itinerant computer physician solving 
various IT problems around and about. 
 
k What events have you attended? 
We have been to quite a few. The first was 
a murder mystery dinner, set in Venice. I 
played an over-the-top has-been actress! It 
was a superb evening and the food was 
fantastic. We have been to many events 
since. One of our favourites was the 
World’s End At Talliston party last year. 
 
k What’s the appeal? 
So much hard work and imagination goes 
into what makes Talliston what it is and to 
me, it feels like a place of magic, a kind of 
hub where worlds converge. I just love to 
lose myself in it. 
 
k What do you like most? 
All the rooms have a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere and with Marcus in charge of 
the Voodoo Kitchen, I can always expect 
something inventive and delicious on the 
menu. Yet most of all I love to hear the 
endless stories behind the rooms, the tales 
and ideas that inspired how they evolved. 
 
k Have you met anyone interesting? 
I have met new people at Talliston events 
who will always be friends now. We don’t 
live locally but it is so nice to descend on 
Talliston and meet up with them again. 
After meeting writer, Duncan Swallow, I 
now visit his blog, Nobody’sreadingme, for 
his sharp wit and worldly observations. 
 
k Do you have a favourite location?  
A difficult choice, but I would say The 
Haunted Bedroom. I do love a ghost story 
and this room captures my imagination. 

ALL GOOD FRIENDS 

 Stationery Set 

£3.99  

 Butterfly 
Exquisite feather butterfly set on 
fabric and original illustrated book 
pages. See online for full range of 
colours and titles. 

£4.99 

 Bumblebee 
Antique bronze bumblebee set on 
fabric and original illustrated 
gardening book pages. See online for 
full range of colours and styles. 

£6.99 

 Talliston Oak 
Oak tree sapling planting and 
personalised gift certificate. Help us 
and the Woodland Trust create the 
largest new native forest in England. 

£24.99 

These beautiful handcrafted 
letterheads feature the Talliston logo; 
an ancient merchant adventurer’s ship, 
its single mast a magnificent oak tree.  

THE SHOP AT 

A few items from our online shop. For a full range of items,  
publications and event tickets, visit Talliston.com. 

TALLISTON 
6  

(  Where we ask our Friends a little 
about themselves, their interests  
and why they visit the house… 
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With	  £250+	  off	  a	  range	  of	  Talliston	  experiences!	  
	  

TALLISTON TIMES AUTUMN 2013 

Escape the ordinary 
As a big thank you to all our Friends, we have created a series of money-saving 
vouchers for some of the most popular experiences at Talliston House & Gardens. 

Running as a special Autumn/Winter promotion, these offer savings on everything 
from our shop merchandise to your very own photography day! 

To redeem: visit The Shop at Talliston online and add the voucher code at checkout. 
 Or use when booking by phone or email. 

 

NEXT ISSUE  1  WINTER 2013-14  2  21ST DECEMBER 2013 
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With	  over	  £250	  off	  a	  range	  of	  unique	  Talliston	  experiences!	  
	  

Escape the ordinary 
To redeem: visit The Shop at Talliston online and choose the appropriate offer item. 

 

MONEY-OFF VOUCHERS 


