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QUARTERLY	MEETINGS	
Spring	/	Summer			
Autumn	/	Winter	

A	supportive	and	challenging	group	
all	levels	of	talent	and	experience,	

our	aim	is	to	inspire	writers	to	create	
their	best,	most	engaging	new	work,	
and	to	share	stories	that	delight					

and	surprise.	
	

INFO@TALLISTON.COM	

WRITER’S	CIRCLE	
 

Summer 2018 
21ST JUNE – 21ST SEPTEMBER 
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The Talliston Room Plans 

Welcome to the summer edition      
of our quarterly house bulletin 

This edition of Talliston Times will be the last in this newsletter 
format. From autumn, we will be moving to this bulletin announcing 
a whole season's worth of adventures inside Britain's Most 
Extraordinary Home. You should have received this already, but 
there’s more to read here about those groups and events. It’s a quieter 
summer for us here at Talliston, as behind the scenes we                 
are in preparation for creating Pandoro’s Travelling Fayre                 
at the National Trust’s Hatfield Forest annual craft and               
music festival, Woodfest 2018. Expect an invite to a very          
special sunset party to celebrate very soon… 

MIDNIGHT	AT	RAVNSBRAE	
Every	last	Saturday	of	the	month	

An	immersive,	interactive	nightmare	
that	sees	you	arrive	at	a	desolate	

house	upon	the	Scottish	cliffs.	Inside	
you’ll	meet	strange	occupants,	dine	
in	a	candlelit	chapel	and	spend	a	
night	in	the	family’s	dead	child’s	

bedroom		all	the	while	exploring	its	
rooms	and	unravelling	its	mysteries.	
	
WWW.TALLISTON.COM	FOR	DETAILS	

JANUARY	–	DECEMBER	

Premium A0 architectural plans and 
elevations of the house & gardens 
Packed with stunning detail by architect Sam N. 
Davey, charting each location of the project. 
Available now from WWW.FOLKSY.COM. 

WOODFEST	2018	
7/8/9	September	2018	

Join	the	Talliston	team	at	Hatfield	
Forest,	Essex	as	this	ancient	

woodland	hosts	its	annual	music	and	
craft	festival.	

	
EVENTS@TALLISTON.COM	

SEPTEMBER	

TALLISTON 
NEWS & EVENTS FROM OUR MAGICAL HOUSE & GARDENS 
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So, in 1990, when it became 
necessary to start conceiving each of the 
thirteen rooms of Talliston, my mind’s 
eye was woefully inadequate. 
Answering questions such as “What is 
my favourite place to write?” and 
“Where in time and space would you 
want to experience Sunday morning 
breakfast?” just didn't bring back 
tangible – or indeed accurate – replies. 

While I solved the first question by 
linking to my love of 1920s & 1930s noir 
films, the ones that followed this were 
trickier. Still, I had spent those summers 
on the Cornish coast writing. I had a 
head-full of dreaming up exotic places, 
both real and fantastical, for my 
characters to live in: so now I had to 
weave those into my everyday life. 
Moving into Newton Green – or more 
importantly, away from my parental 
home – gave me the freedom to travel 

beyond the United Kingdom’s borders. And so began my 
journey and journals that would eventually bring more 
than 1,800 objects back from twenty-seven countries into 
this ex-council house in Essex. 

 
THE FIRST STEPS 
In 1986, after a messy redundancy and near-unbelievable 
payout of £3,000 I got my first chance to travel. I chose 
California as the USA was a dream destination back then, 
and I had longed for visiting Disneyland since I was 
seven. My first travel journal is just a glorified itinerary of 
things seen and done, places travelled. It has none of the 
insight and understanding of later writings. But more, as 
thrilling as that fly-drove was, with all its culture shocks 
and hilarious ‘English abroad’ antics, what I realise now is 
that then I was content to pretend to sail the Zambezi on 

INTERIOR DÉCOR & DESIGN 

LIMINAL DAY at the start of a new year. A thick mist 
is strung out between trees, like the decorations of the 
past season. The greasy air clings to every surface of 
the landscape, obscuring the horizon. Through the 
Cornish lanes we travel, heading north-west, towards 
the Atlantic Ocean and the border which separates 
Devon and Cornwall.   

We park and descend the steps towards the sea, a metal 
hen the project to turn Britain’s most 
ordinary house into something a little 
more harmonised to its denizens, I had 
no experience of the world. Almost my 

exclusive view of ‘other lands’ was the 
family camping trip to St Austell in 

Cornwall. This took place on the first two 
weeks in August every year for eleven years in a row. 
From age four to fifteen, rain or shine, we packed my 
father’s current vehicle, hitched the trailer and set off for 
the south west. Our annual adventure began while my 
brother and I were still sleeping, usually around three in 
the morning, allowing passage across central London and 
well into our epic journey before we awoke and became a 
nuisance. The rest of the time I spent my life within the 
ring of the M25; albeit imaginary until October 1986. 

John Trevillian recounts 
his globetrotting travels in 
the twenty-five year 
journey to create Talliston 
House & Gardens 
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ARTS & CRAFTS 

 

an animatronic jungle cruise: now I have canoed the real thing. It is this 
transition, from dream to fantasy to reality, that mirrors the creation of the 
house and one that I would encourage anyone to pursue. From my journal 
covering a visit to Nepal & Tibet in 2009 I wrote:   
 

“Wisdom is found through the feet. 
To travel, to experience the wide open places, to gaze upon a blaze of golden 
sunset upon the crown of the Himalayas, to walk with cultures and faiths 

and people of unfamiliar creeds – this is the way to wisdom.” 
 
By travelling, by bartering for market goods and trinkets, by enquiring 
about hoodoo practices firsthand in Bayou St. John, I found a greater 
acceptance of world cultures and people. It also brought a greater 
understanding of myself and my own journey and led me to study and 
research that eventually informed the Talliston rooms and the imagined 
occupants that inhabited them. And, in a wonderful circuitous route, it fed 
the novelisation of the house and gardens – taking the entire project back 
onto the page and, soon, right back into people’s imaginations.   

     
THE LONG ROAD 
Here I have listed the twenty-seven countries I visited during the quarter 
century of conceiving and building the house. These were not the only 
countries or places I visited (there are thirty-nine travel journals in The 
Treehouse Sanctuary to illustrate that), but these were journeys all 
exclusively house-related. Notably Japan is missing from this list, as time 
and money conspired against this trip in 2014 (as we were saving the 
house from being repossessed that year!) Also, there were many locations 
that indirectly inspired (such as Stuttgart’s wonderful Merz and Benzing 

The Twenty-Seven Countries of 
Talliston House & Gardens  

1	 Belgium	
2	 Cambodia	
3	 Canada	
4	 China	
5	 Croatia	
6	 Denmark	
7	 Egypt	
8	 France	
9	 Germany	
10	 Great	Britain	
11	 Greece	
12	 Grenada	
13	 Italy	
14	 Malawi	
15	 Morocco	
16	 Nepal	
17	 Netherlands	
18	 Norway	
19	 Poland	
20	 Portugal	
21	 Romania	
22	 Spain	
23	 Sweden	
24	 Thailand	
25	 United	States	of	America	
26	 Zambia	
27	 Zimbabwe	
	
 

INSPIRATION OF THE LABYRINTH GARDEN 
Original sketch of The Cloister Gardens from my New York 2007 journal 



 

 

INSPIRATION OF THE ROOM OF DREAMS BEDROOM 
Original sketches from Rhodes 1994 journal 

emporium that yielded a fair few treasures from around the globe. 
Some holidays and visits were dead ends; or so at first seemed to be. 
Famously the kitchen, then called The Range, was imagined as a 
French Canadian affair. After two trips – one to Toronto and the 
other Montreal – no kitchen was found, but I did stumble across the 
story of Archibald Stansfeld Belaney, his transformation into Grey 
Owl, and the building of the lodge by Kingsmere Lake that eventually 
inspired The Cabin. So it would seem that no step towards any 
eventual horizon is ever truly wasted. 

Visitors to the house and gardens always seem to ask about 
favourite things; rooms, items and places visited. In a project that 
essentially captures all my favourites, that is a very difficult question 
to answer. Of all the places I have visited, each has its own highlights, 
wonders and special moments. Yet of them all Italy must win the 
overall prize as it ticks so many of my personal boxes for a holiday 
destination. While Norway has magnificent scenery, it has no castles. 
While Tibet has the splendours of Lhasa Palace, its food is less than 
wondrous. In Italy, the combination of weather, ancient buildings and 
culture, cuisine, wine, shopping, historic hillforts, towns, lakes and 
woodlands make it endlessly interesting and a constant explosion of 
surprises for all the senses. 

Eish Al Kamar (The Moon’s Nest) began 
with these ideas and very basic drawings  
Inspired by the Alhambra’s Court of Myrtles  



 

 

INSPIRATION OF THE ROOM OF DREAMS ROOF GARDEN 
Original sketches from Andalucia 2003 journal 

Start of the sketches and planning for   
The Labyrinth garden 
Inspired by the Alcázar de los Reyes Cristianos 

NEW HORIZONS 
With Talliston done, the need to travel to 
certain places is lifted and I am again 
compiling an itinerary of new places to 
visit, starting with Quinta de Regaleira, 
Sintra’s Palace of Mysteries in Portugal 
and later this year Italy’s Pompeii and 
Herculaneum. But hopefully these words 
will have shown how deep and diverse the 
project was, for everyone starts their 
journey with Talliston arriving with the 
notion they are to see how one man (and 
the 138 other friends, family, volunteers 
and crafts people that worked on it) 
transformed an ordinary house. Hopefully 

they leave seeing how this 
house transformed 
everyone who ever had a 
part in creating it.  

 



 

 www.lindastratmann.com

MYSTERIES 

TALLISTON TIMES SUMMER 2018 OUR ARTISTIC PATRON 

Mina  

Grab a copy of Linda Stratmann’s ghost-
busting heroine on your next Talliston visit 

 
he star of my new Brighton-based Victorian series is 
Mina Scarletti, a writer of horror and ghost stories. 
Mina fearlessly exposes fraudulent spirit mediums 
who extort money from the vulnerable bereaved. In 

Mr Scarletti’s Ghost, concerned that her mother and 
friends have become the dupes of charlatans she takes 
bold action and sets the town into a ferment of 

controversy. Though tiny, and disabled by scoliosis, she earns a 
reputation as a lady to be reckoned with. In her second 
adventure, The Royal Ghost, a scandalous book (the 1871 
equivalent of 50 Shades, perhaps?) is causing a storm in 
Brighton. Two respectable ladies claim they have seen the 
spirits of the Prince Regent and his mistress dallying in the 
Royal Pavilion. Copies are flying off the shelves in brown paper 

wrappers and 
being hidden under pillows in ladies’ boudoirs. Mina’s 
investigation into this dubious story involves some titillating red 
wallpaper, a Crimean War hero, the search for the missing Dr 
Livingstone and a chess automaton. She also makes a dangerous 
enemy. To obtain your copies, contact info@talliston.com and 
they are also available when you visit. 
 
MINA’S STORY CONTINUES! 
The pocket-sized heroine has made quite a name for herself and in 
her third adventure, An Unquiet Ghost as she is consulted by a 
betrothed couple, distant cousins, who want her help in solving a 
20-year-old murder that has blighted their family. The only person 
who can name the murderer is the dead man. Can the quirky Mr 
Castlehouse who receives spirit messages written on slates provide 
the answer? Or ethereally emaciated Athene Brendel, who sees 
visions? I am currently writing Mina’s fourth adventure, a classic 
haunted house mystery set in an isolated and very creepy village.  
 
 
 
 

 

 T�
Linda	beside	the	statue	of	Crimean	war	hero	

Captain	Pechell,	as	featured	in	The	Royal	Ghost		

TO OBTAIN YOUR DISCOUNTED COPIES, CONTACT INFO@TALLISTON.COM 

WWW.LINDASTRATMANN.COM 
 

The	infamous	red	wallpaper	in	the	Royal	Pavilion	
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LOOK OUT FOR JON HARRIS SKETCHING IN THE HOUSE THIS SUMMER… 

 THE TALLISTON RESIDENCIES 

Jon Harris 

Cambridge-based artist and illustrator joins the creative 
team as he sketches the rooms of the house and gardens 

 
on Harris is a Cambridge-based artist, 
illustrator, cartographer & calligrapher 
with a special interest in topography 
and architecture. The town has made 

his base since he graduated from 
Cambridge University, with a degree in 
Art History in 1965. Cambridge is also 

the principal subject of his drawings. He taught 
drawing for 25 years in the Cambridge Arts 
School (CCAT, now Anglia Ruskin 
University), and painted (topography and 
light) until this career came to end with a joint 
exhibition between the Fitzwilliam Museum 
and the Cambridge University School of 
Architecture. A catalogue was published by 
the Fitzwilliam Museum. 
 
He wrote for eight years on the landscapes and 
settlements of the four East Anglia counties 
and explored them on foot. In 2003 he was 
lured by his friend and former Reuters 
correspondent, Brian Mooney, into walking 
the shores and inland boundaries of the county 
of Essex. The report of the journey, with text 
by Brian Mooney and numerous illustrations 
by Jon Harris, was published as Frontier 
Country (Thorogood 2004). 
 
Due to his profound knowledge of the 
architectural history of Cambridge, Jon Harris 
often serves as a historical advisor on 
developments and re-furbishments in 
Cambridge. He is a member of Cambridge 
City Council's Design & Conservation Panel, 
before which significant new developments are 

brought for appraisal. In 2007 he advised Magdelene College on 
the colour scheme for the restoration of a range of medieval 
buildings in Magdelene Street, Cambridge. 
 
A scholarship boy, a bit adrift in early 60s Cambridge, Jo Harris 
had no inkling he had lighted on his home-to-be. Its walls, 
familiarity from North of the Trent, were studded with coal-soot; 
his first winter brewed a proper Midlands smog. In going 
smokeless, Cambridge beat Stoke-on-Trent, though the precious 
benefits in tree-over and “green gingers” can be enjoyed in both. 
Stoke, however, changed utterly, while Cambridge retains both 
skyline and roofscapes for Jon to draw and re-draw: early in 2018, 
50-odd year of looking and recording will be brought together in 
Jon Harris, Painter About Cambridge (Lutterworth Press). 
 
A latecomer to Dunmow, Jon says he paints and draws as a 
witness to places that matters; so for the year ahead, it’s a 
privilege and joy to turn his innocent eye on the treasures of 
Talliston House & Gardens. 
 

Jon’s	Orford	Ness	illustration	from		
Frontier	Country:	A	Walk	Around	Essex	Borders	
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Creating these newsletters has been the usual combination of hard work and final 
proud relief when the last page is set and they are uploaded to the website for 
people to download and read. In a house where time has no power, it is still true 
that the hours spent putting these together are now required elsewhere and, as the 
house and gardens continue to change, so must we.  

And as we say ‘Goodbye’… 
A	final	word	for	this	last	edition	of	Talliston	Times 

	
www . t a l l i s t on . c om  

i	n	f	o	@	t	a	l	l	i	s	t	o	n	.	c	o	m		|			07760 	 171100 	

Look out for the next edition in your mailbox on 21st September, and keep in touch via our usual online channels.  

The new eNewsletter format has already been sent to our Friends of Talliston, 
and this will allow us to more easily share articles of interest and grow into a 
one-stop-shop for all Talliston-realted topics. It will also allow us to properly 
announce events for an entire season and maximise effort into making sure 
everyone gets chance to experience some of the other ways to see, hear, smell, 
taste and touch the house.    

Praise for Linda Stratmann’s Mina Scarletti series 

‘Stratmann	has	created	a	memorable	
protagonist.	If	you	enjoy	Agatha	Christie’s	
Miss	Marple	Stories,	then	Mina	will	almost	

certainly	become	a	new	favourite.’		
	CHRISTINE	CHILDS	for	Historical	Novels	Review	2018	

	
	‘I	love	Linda	Stratmann’s	writing.	Her	

descriptions	of	Brighton	are	so	sharp	and	
vivid	you	can	smell	and	taste	the	city	on	

every	page.’	
PETER	JAMES,	bestselling	author	of	the		

DS	Roy	Grace	series	
	

‘‘.	.	.	a	clever,	well	thought	out	
and	superbly	constructed	

mystery.	Mina	Scarletti	is	here	to	
stay,	and	fans		will	look	forward	

to	her	next	joust	with	the	
smarter	end	of	the	criminal	

underworld.’		
JOHN	CLEAL	for	Crime	Review	2017		

AVAILABLE FROM AMAZON, WATERSTONES & ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS 


