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      Uncovering new secrets inside  
   Talliston’s fantastical interiors  
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LAST	SUNDAY	OF	
THE	MONTH	

Sunday	26th	June	
Sunday	31st	July	

Sunday	28th	August	
There	are	only	three	dates	
this	summer	to	see	the	house	
and	gardens.	Arranged	through	

Invitation	To	View,	these	
private	tours	last	2.5	hours	
including	tea,	coffee	and	cake.	

	
WWW.INVITATIONTOVIEW.CO.UK	

	

Invitation	To	View	

Summer 2017 
21ST JUNE – 21ST SEPTEMBER 
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Handcarved on reclaimed slate with 
the labyrinth of the house 
Unique designcarved in the Scottish borders 
by Hatch Burn Carve artist, Martin Wilson. 
WWW.FOLKSY.COM. 

The Talliston Talismans 

ALL	
EVENTS	ARE	PRIVATE	AND	AVAILABLE	ONLY	TO	FRIENDS	OF	

TALLISTON.	IT	IS	OUR	UNDERSTANDING	THAT	THIS	NEWSLETTER	GOES	
OUT	TO	THE	FRIENDS	OF	THIS	PROJECT.	IF	YOU	ARE	NOT	A	FRIEND,	

PLEASE	UNSUBSCRIBE.	THANK	YOU.		

Welcome to the summer edition      
of our quarterly house bulletin 

As we start to see the first fruits of the vegetable garden and watch as 
the courtyard bursts into green and purple, it’s time to start planning 
for what happens next to Britain’s most extraordinary home. Behind 
the scenes plans are being laid to preserve the house and gardens for 
the future. If you or someone you know wants to get involved in that 
journey, please get in touch. More than 130 people came 
together to build Talliston. Now we need a few more to 
make certain it is going to inspire the next generation of 
visitors to step through its arched Gothic 
Revival gateway… 

TALLISTON 
NEWS & EVENTS FROM OUR MAGICAL HOUSE & GARDENS 
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THE	SECOND	SENSE	OF		
TALLISTON:	SIGHT	

Saturday	23rd	September	2017	at	
14:30	

Includes	interior	design	tour,	
workshop,	food	&	refreshments.	

	
WWW.TALLISTON.COM	

	

Second	Senses	Event	
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last geological statement before 
disappearing under the Atlantic seabed. The ocean is on 
the retreat, each diminishing wave exposing more sand 
beyond the line of stones.  

We head in the direction of instinct. The mantra ‘Know 
Thyself, Be Thyself, Trust Thyself’ turning over in my 
mind, the chosen stones will make themselves known. We 
wander the shore and eventually, in a sheltered cove, we 
find the three stones destined for Talliston. We leave an 

offering of thanks to the 
Gods of the Cove for the 
gifts bestowed upon us.  

The stones then travel 
north with me to a different 
land, from the sea scape of 
the south west to the hills 
and forests of the Scottish 
Borders. The long process 
of carving starts with 
pencil and paper. I transfer 
the Sanskrit script onto the 
naturally polished surface 
of each of the stones. I 
take deep breaths, relax 

ARTS & CRAFTS 

       CREATING THE TALLISTON 
 

 

LIMINAL DAY at the start of a new year. A 
thick mist is strung out between trees, like 
the decorations of the past season. The 
greasy air clings to every surface of the 
landscape, obscuring the horizon. Through 
the Cornish lanes we travel, heading north-

west, towards the Atlantic Ocean and the border which 
separates Devon and Cornwall.   

We park and descend the steps towards the sea, a metal 
railing polished smooth by the hands of countless visitors 
serving as a tactile 
measure of time. The 
worn concrete gives 
way to a mass of 
rounded stones which 
clack noisily under our 
boots. The small cove 
in which the steps are 
nestled opens out into 
miles of jagged cliffs, 
stones and sand in each 
direction. This is the 
place where the ‘Bude 
Formation’ makes one 

MANI STONES 
STONECARVER MARTIN WILSON EXPLAINS THE  
PROCESS OF TURNING CORNISH BEACH FINDS  
INTO THREE MYSTICAL STONES 
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ARTS & CRAFTS 

into the stone and repeat ‘Know Thyself, Be Thyself, Trust 
Thyself’ as I start to trace the outline of the script with a 
diamond carving burr.  

Once the guide line is complete, the stone is sprayed with 
water to cool the diamond burr and slowly, the Sanskrit is 
released by my hands from the hard stone. I am fully connected 
with the stones, lost in the hours where time has no meaning. 
With the Sanskrit carved to depth, I use my hammer and Italian 
lettering chisels to carefully remove the stone surrounding the 
script, stopping every so often to sharpen the chisels blunted by 
the stone. Day gives way to night as I carve the final detailing 
surrounding the Sanskrit and the first stone is complete. Days 
follow and the trio of stones are created. The stones will make 
one final journey south and back to 1965 to their rightful place in 
the Treehouse Sanctuary of Talliston. 

 
Dr Martin Wilson creates pieces in workshops in the Scottish Borders and 
Cornwall. Practically all of his materials are recycled/reclaimed or found on 
his travels. Contact him at hatchburncarve@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

S		THE	COMMISSION		S	
•	To	carve	stones	in	the	style	of	the	
Buddhist	Mani	stones	with	the	three	laws	
of	the	house:	

	

S 	KNOW	THYSELF S	

S TRUST	THYSELF S	
S BE	THYSELF S	

	
•	They	need	to	be	of	a	perfect	size	to	fit	
into	your	hands,	held	together	in	your	lap.	
So	no	more	than	15	-	20	cm	long	and	
flatter	rather	than	circular/round.	
	
•	Text	should	be	in	Sanskrit,	in	a	
traditional	style,	look	and	feel.		
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WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/HATCHBURNANDCARVE 
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       OUR ARTISTIC PATRON 
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OCKED 
The locked room murder mystery is one of the enduring classics of 
crime fiction. It challenges not only the detective skills of the 
reader but the ingenuity of the writer. The fundamentals of the 
puzzle is the finding of the body of a murder victim in a room 
locked from the inside, with no obvious clue as to how the death 
came about.  
 
The locked room murder had its heyday in what is known as the 
Golden Age of crime writing, the years between the wars, and its 
greatest exponent was John Dickson Carr, whose masterpiece The 
Hollow Man was published in 1935. The convoluted yet 
meticulously designed plot still makes brilliant reading today. In 
chapter 17 the author sprinkles a little gold dust as the protagonist, 
Dr Fell, delivers a lecture on what he calls the ‘hermetically sealed 
chamber’ in detective fiction, describing The Mystery of the 
Yellow Room by Gaston Leroux (best known for The Phantom of 
the Opera) as ‘the best detective tale ever written.’ 

 
Given these acclaimed predecessors, it was daunting to attempt the 
same genre myself, but I determined to give it my own twist. In A 
True and Faithful Brother, Frances Doughty has to solve the case of a 
man who vanishes noiselessly from a locked and guarded room in 
which numerous others are 
present, during a brief period of 
darkness. There are no hidden 
exits, no trapdoors, no ingenious 
use of wire, fishing line or lock 
picks. This seventh tale in the 
Frances Doughty series also 
tears the veil of mystery from her 
own past. 

 
Crime writer Linda Stratmann loves 
writing about crime, especially 
Victorian crime. Before the launch of 
her fiction series set in Bayswater in 
the 1880s, she researched and wrote 
true crime and historical biography.  
 
It is that fascination for the nineteenth 
century and those contradictory 
Victorians that Linda now brings to 
her fiction writing. Read more at 
www.lindastratmann.com. 

 

ROOM mystery 



 

 

 Praise for The Secret Poisoner 

	‘Linda	Stratmann	makes	a	fine	job	of	
chronicling	the	cat-and-mouse	contest	

between	poisoners	on	the	one	hand	and	
science	and	the	law	on	the	other.’		

Times	Literary	Supplement	
	

‘This	vivid	and	darkly	comical	history…’		
Mail	on	Sunday	

	
‘If	you	like	gruesome	death	and	the	history	

of	toxicology,	then	it	appears	
comprehensive.’		

The	Times	
	

‘horrifying	cases	are	set	out	in	macabre	
detail…	it	makes	you	goggle’		

The	Guardian	
	

SUMMER 2016 

NEXT ISSUE  4  AUTUMN 2016  3  21ST SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

• Friday 27th October 2017 
Talliston Presents: Séance: an interactive illusion with Philipp 
Oberlohr. SOLD OUT! 
 
• Sunday 29 October 2017 
Invitation To View Hallowe’en Ghost Tour including light 
supper. 
 
• Saturday 4th November 2017 
Talliston Presents: Day of the Dead exclusive party, food & 
drink inspired by Día de los Muertos. 
 
  

Hallowe’en at Talliston Hallowe’en at Talliston 
3	wickedly	exclusive	events	this	October 

AVAILABLE FROM AMAZON, WATERSTONES & ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS 

	
www . t a l l i s t on . c om  

i	n	f	o	@	t	a	l	l	i	s	t	o	n	.	c	o	m		|			07760 	 171100 	

You’ll find full details of both events on the Talliston website or direct through Invitation To View.  


