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TALLISTON TIMES 

hile the two outdoor rooms at Talliston 
– The Labyrinth and The Fountain 
Courtyard – have been all but finished 
in their layout and design, there is one 

major task to accomplish; the final planting plan. These 
two outdoor location were created as opposites. The 
Labyrinth (an earth room) is the garden tamed, a 
Christian priory built upon a Neolithic stone circle. The 
Fountain Courtyard (a water room) is the garden wild, a 
once ordered Catholic house now overgrown and owned 
by Irish pagans. One is Gothic Revival, the other 1930s 
Ireland. Both were challenges to get the right look and 
plants for the periods.  
 
The Labyrinth Cottage Garden 
While we already have all the winter primrose and 
spring flowering bulbs planted, we need to add the 
summer varieties of flowers to our raised geometric beds. 
The bulbs are a mix of Tulip Hollandia (blood red with 
deep red base) and Tulip Carnaval De Rio (white flamed 
red), complemented by 500 each of Daffodil ‘Sir 
Winston Churchill’ and Daffodil ‘Bridal Crown’. 
Annuals such as Sweet William and Cosmos will be 
added to the mix, allowing all round seasonal cut flowers 
in the formal area of our priory gardens.  
 

PLANNING THE GARDENS 

 W q 
The Labyrinth Vegetable Patch 
Planting a garden with vegetables was quite a late idea 
in the entire front garden plan and one that was arrived 
at after looking into the history of houses in the area. 
Our 19th Century priory would certainly have been 
given over at least in part to produce and added to the 
idea of the location as a working area. Planting a garden 
that includes 
vegetables and flowers 
also means that we’ve 
combined natural 
companions, and has 
certainly turned the 
original strips of two-
thirds grass and one-
third concrete into an 
attractive landscape 
feature. When 
deciding what to plant 
in our red brick 
bordered garden, we 
decided to start small 
and plant in wide 
areas of selective 
varieties, rather than 
go for too much. 

The Garden Tamed         The Garden Wild & 

& 
Planning our outdoor rooms in the style of  

the garden tamed and the garden wild 
As winter ends, it’s time for the final planting of 
the Labyrinth and Fountain Courtyard gardens 
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TALLISTON TIMES PLANNING THE GARDENS 
 

Planting plan        
Astrantia Masterwort 
Astrantia Major Alba White 
Astrantia Roma 
Bergenia Bressingham White 
Bergenia cordifolia 
Cosmos Antiquity 
Dianthus barbatus ‘Sweet William’ 
Tiarella cordifolia 
Tropaeolum speciosum 
 
Remarks     
Bordered in hazel, and raised in tiers crowned 
with ‘Buxus sempervirens’ spires , the cottage 
garden area is planted with spring bulbs and 
winter flowering Primrose Cottage Cream, for 
the summer we’re adding a few of the 
favourite plants to grow to create all the 
romance, subtle delicateness and pretty 
structure redolent in cottage gardens. Reliable 
and productive varieties of popular plants will 
create softness to the structure of the formal 
box hedge borders. 

The Labyrinth 
Cottage Garden 

Planting plan        
Echinops Ritro ‘Veitch's Blue’ 
Campanula poscharskyana 
Campanulas 
Globe Thistle 
Lavender and shade-tolerant lavender 
Liatris spicata.doc 
Phlox subulata.doc 
Scabiosa (Irish perpetual flowering variety) 
Verbena rigida 
Wall bellflower 
 
Remarks     
The purple-only planting plan focuses the 
near limitless choices of flowers for the raised 
beds and courtyard planters in this area. For 
the front of the beds trailing bellflowers give 
over to phlox and lavenders, then backed 
with Virginia Creeper transforming the 
purple summer into a red blaze for autumn. 
White and red grape varieties add colour and 
form, plus various varieties of ferns and 
shade-loving plants fill the side courtyard. 

Planting plan        
Basil & Chives in Victorian cloches 
Pumpkin ‘Howden’ 
Red chard 
Salvia elegans, commonly called pineapple 
sage or tangerine sage 
Swede 
Variety of herbs in the centre beds 
 
Remarks     
The main addition to the vegetable garden is 
to be a major planting of pumpkins that will 
be full and ready for our October finishing 
date. The variety we have chosen is 
‘Howden’, a standard variety to grow for 
Halloween, reliably producing a large crop of 
uniform and symmetrical rich orange 
pumpkins with a thick flesh ideal for carving. 
Each pumpkin reaches up to 15 to 20 
pounds, 100 days from planting out, and 
features a very thick, strong vine to provide a 
nice handle-like stem to hold onto while 
carving the pumpkins.   

The Labyrinth 
The Vegetable Patch The Fountain Courtyard 

We also had to take into consideration the three 
golden rules of vegetable gardening success: 
 
1 Full sun. Most vegetables need at least six to 
eight hours of direct sun. If they don’t get enough 
light, they won’t bear as much and they’ll be more 
susceptible to attack from insects or diseases. 
 
2 Plenty of water. Because most vegetables aren’t 
very drought tolerant, a good watering system is 
essential. 
 
3 Good soil. As with any kind of garden, success 
usually starts with the soil. Most vegetables do best in 
moist, well-drained soil rich in organic matter. 
 
The Fountain Courtyard areas 
For our wild Irish garden, we have decided on a 
theme of purple for all the plants in this area. 

Lavender has already been added to the 
jardinière, bluebells to the beds in The Fernery 
area, while grapes intertwine over the 

Summerhouse pergola. Wisteria and the wall ivy cover 
every vertical space, while in addition to this we will be 
adding hardy perennials such as wall bellflowers and 
planting all-summer long naturalising bulb varieties. These 
will constitute smaller low growing varieties in our raised 
beds as they associate better with shrubs, spread more 
quickly forming wonderfully sweeping swathes of colour. 


