
 

A U T U M N  2 0 1 4  

TALLISTON 
T   I   M   E   S  6  

(  

In this issue 

 

Welcome to the autumn edition      
of our quarterly chronicle 

Murder mystery 
10/11	  October 

Halloween party 
Saturday	  25	  October	  
Transforming Talliston 
into a haunted house in 
a faerie tale forest – 
with a Halloween twist 
to the tales. 

Prize draw 
	  Friday	  31	  October	  
As thunderstorms rage, 
dare you try to win a 
supper and night in our 
Scottish Edwardian 
haunted bedroom? 

Transylvanian dinner 
party in the role of one 
of several ghoulish 
characters hell bent on 
solving the mystery. 

Save the date: our last events! 

Finishing	  Talliston	  
Concerning	  the	  grand	  plan	  to	  complete	  
the	  house	  and	  gardens	  project	  

The Gardener’s Almanack 

Our	  seasonal	  guide	  to	  what’s	  happened	  
in	  the	  gardens	  at	  the	  house	  

House and Gardens 

Summer	  progress	  report	  from	  the	  house	  
(21st	  June	  to	  21st	  September)	  

Food & Drink 

Decadent	  dessert	  recipe	  from	  a	  recent	  
private	  dinner	  party	  
Until next time…   

Announcing	  the	  final	  twelve	  months	  of	  
the	  house	  and	  gardens	  project	  

And we’re back! The past few months have been the toughest for our little 
project, yet we survived and are back on course headed for that final 
deadline of midday on 6th October 2015. Here at Talliston we would like to 
personally thank and acknowledge everyone who gave their time, money or 
both, in our campaign and without whom the house and                             
gardens would not have been able survive its recent troubles.                       
We thank you all! 

Rose	  Meirion:	  The	  Housekeeper	  

ALL	  EVENTS	  ARE	  PRIVATE	  AND	  AVAILABLE	  ONLY	  TO	  FRIENDS	  OF	  TALLISTON.	  IT	  IS	  OUR	  UNDERSTANDING	  THAT	  THIS	  NEWSLETTER	  GOES	  OUT	  TO	  THE	  FRIENDS	  OF	  THIS	  
PROJECT.	  IF	  YOU	  ARE	  NOT	  A	  FRIEND,	  PLEASE	  UNSUBSCRIBE.	  THANK	  YOU.	  FOR	  MORE	  INFO	  CALL	  07760	  171100.	  

This is Rose, the new housekeeper at 
Talliston House & Gardens. Friend 
her on Facebook to unlock more of 

the house’s hidden secrets… 
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very journey has to end somewhere, and in 
this at least Talliston is no different. At 
precisely twelve-noon on Tuesday 6th 
October 2015 the project to transform 

Britain’s most ordinary house into the most 
extraordinary will conclude. It will be a strange day, not 
least because twenty-five years is a long time to be doing 
anything. For a quarter of a century this journey has 
been a constant, the source of all our aching muscles, 
empty bank accounts and the reason we travelled out the 
front door at all. For the task of creating the house to be 
finished, finally, will be both a time for celebration and 
also reflection on how far the journey has taken us. I say 
‘us’, as this house was never really about one man 
transforming a house – but instead about one house 
transforming everyone it touches. 
 
The last mile 
So what is left to accomplish? Well, rather a lot actually. 
Always battling the elements of time and money, the 
velocity of the project has been set at what can be 
achieved within the real-life parameters of going to work 
and paying for the thousands of objects and building 
work necessary. Yet here is an overview of what is set to 
be accomplished in this final year – and why on 1st 
November we will be closing off the house to get the best 
chance of getting it all done. 
 
COMPLETING ROOM 2: THE HALL OF MIRRORS 
Built as a summer palace in northern Italy, we are 
reimagining the hall and stairs as a solar staircase in a 
now abandoned and forgotten ruin. 
Still to be completed in this location: 
• Adding stonework walls to bottom entrance hall, 
stairway and upper landing 
• Creating stone staircase with ironwork balusters and 
railing 
• Creating stained glass skylight roof 
• Creating Roman columns and arches 
• Adding plasterwork and Italian stone features 
• Installing niches and Italian busts of gods and 
goddesses 
• Painting frescoes on walls and ceilings 
• Adding stained glass oval design to front door. 
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FINISHING TALLISTON 

a       Finishing Talliston 
          Concerning the grand plan  
             to complete the project  
 
 

COMPLETING ROOM 7: THE CABIN 
The Cabin interior is a reconstruction of a hand-built and 
functional trapper’s wilderness log cabin in the depths of 
the Canadian wilds of Saskatchewan. 
Still to be completed in this location: 
• Installing hand-cut timber flooring 
• Carving and constructing the wooden interiors  
• Sourcing and installing the rustic furniture 

      Finishing Talliston 
          Concerning the grand plan  
             to complete the project  
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FINISHING TALLISTON 

The Final Year 

ROOMS AT PHASE V 
• The Watchtower 
• The Voodoo Kitchen  
• The Boathouse 
• The Fountain Courtyard 
• The Room of Dreams  
• The Haunted Bedroom  
• The Office  
• The Treehouse Sanctuary 
 

ROOMS TO FINISH 
• The Labyrinth 
• The Hall of Mirrors  
• The Cabin  
• The Starhouse  
 

END OF SUMMER 2014 
• The Labyrinth to Phase V.  
 

AUTUMN 2014 
• The Cabin to Phase IV. 
• The Hall of Mirrors to Phase III. 
 

WINTER 2014-15 
• The Starhouse to Phase III. 
• The Hall of Mirrors to Phase V. 
 

SPRING 2015 
• Plant Vegetable Patch and Cottage 
Garden in The Labyrinth. 
• The Cabin to Phase V. 
• The Starhouse to Phase IV. 
 

SUMMER 2015 
• Replant The Fountain Courtyard. 
• The Starhouse to Phase V. 
• The Tipi interiors to Phase V. 
 

AUTUMN 2015 
• Final clear and clean, plus dressing of 
final rooms, occupants and stories. 
 

• PROJECT ENDS 
• Midday on Tuesday 6th October 2015 
 

The Phases of each Room 
Phase I: Design, planning, sourcing and 
gutting room ready for building work.  
Phase II: Major building work and structural.  
Phase III: Primary furniture and fittings.  
Phase IV: Secondary furniture and fittings.  
Phase V: Details and hard-to-find objects. 

• Installing the wood burning stove 
• Building The Snug – a raised galleried bed area 
• Sourcing fabrics and fittings 
• Folk painting the walls and furniture 
 
COMPLETING ROOM 8: THE STARHOUSE 
We are halfway through transforming what began as a patch of concrete at 
the side of the house into a Steampunk-inspired futuristic room called The 
Starhouse. When completed it will mix the styles of a Japanese tea house 
and an ocean-going liner from the Golden Age of travel. 
Still to be completed in this location: 
• Finishing the honeycomb parquet flooring 
• Installing the skirting board heating to create a controllable temperature 
• Installing the ferns, bamboo, orchids and other plants 
• Sourcing futuristic sofas, Gotham-styled furniture and Japanese cabinetry 
• Fitting the shuttering and bamboo blinds on all walls and windows 
• Installing nine silver birches to form the illusion of a white forest of trunks 
 
What happens when it’s done? 
Talliston is not a listed historic location, but an ordinary place that has been 
infused with magic and wonder. It is just such an incredible example of what 
can be accomplished with the power of pure imagination. It’s our passionate 
belief that this house will be part of the UK’s future heritage, a unique 
example that illustrates how ordinary people can accomplish extraordinary 
things, building a place for creativity and keeping alive vanishing crafts. It 
will stand as testament what 24 years of hard work and effort from a growing 
community of supporters and volunteers, craftsmen and women looks like, 
and of course, that while it stands, there is still magic in the world. 
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Summer project news 
21ST JUNE | JULY | AUGUST | 21ST SEPTEMBER 

We look back over what’s been happening at the house 
during the past three months. 

The Labyrinth 
     FRONT GARDEN | EARTH 

 
After several years, September finally saw the completion of the 
Haunted Bedroom – with The Labyrinth garden not far behind. 
Now just the flint knapped walls and coldframe remains to add to 
the area, with panting happening next spring. A recent addition 
are a row of 18" square lantern cloches. The castings are coated 
prior to painting to inhibit rust formation and expertly glazed in 
the traditional manner using horticultural glass with putty, then 
painted a flat off-white colour to simulate an antique appearance.  
 
We first spied these cloches 
at a nearby National Trust 
property and tracked down 
their supplier. They also 
supply modified cloches 
(with a door) to several 
tortoises who use them as 
bijou residences during the 
summer months. 

The Cabin 
       THE SHED | EARTH  

 
Utilising the best of the long summer months, progress has also 
been made on what began life as a rather shabby asbestos-roofed 
garage. Over the next few months we will be transforming it into a 
hand-built and functional trapper’s wilderness log cabin in the 
depths of the Canadian wilds of Saskatchewan. To do this, we had 
to reproduce hand-cut timber flooring and set about chainsawing 
old railway sleepers the insides of which perfectly captured the 
right age and feel – and smell – of ancient floorboards. 
 
As the log walls of the storeroom and raised snug began to take 
shape, the right Arts & Crafts revival furniture was being sourced. 
Eventually we settled on three key pieces; a 1940s dresser, a 

student’s writing bureau and 
bookcase and a vintage sideboard 
carved with galleons on both doors. 
 

Next to accomplish is the fashioning 
of a door to the storage area, adding 
the wall lights, while also recreating 
a lift-latch and fixing the top and 
door-side balustrading. Next comes 
the final wooden walling – plus 
staining the ceiling and walls to 
achieve the right colour, before 

painting commences. 

PROJECT NEWS 

Building work begins on the 
Cabin interior – and is planned 
to continue through the winter 
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THE GARDENER’S ALMANACK 
HOUSE & GARDEN 

OUR SEASONAL GUIDE TO WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN 
THE LABYRINTH & THE FOUNTAIN COURTYARD GARDENS 

Sowings due/Planting out        
Wallflowers are the most important. 
Polyanthuses, primroses and others such as 
perennials for the border are still possible. 
Prick out any seedlings of spring-flowering 
plants and perennials sown earlier. 
 
Prepare for/Other work due   
Mulching roses and dahlias. These need 
strawy manure as the mulch and the sooner it 
is applied the better. Bedding plants need 
keeping in trim by tying and pinching back. 
Box and yew hedges are due for trimming, 
choosing if possible showery weather. 
 
Remarks     
Worthwhile work now is the cutting out of 
faded roses and other flower heads as they 
occur: it helps to keep the display going. 
Watering is desirable for shallow-rooting 
plants such as annuals. 

The Labyrinth 
Cottage Garden 

Sowings due/Planting out   
The biennials and perennials mentioned for 
earlier months – polyanthus, lupins, 
Canterbury bells, etc. Cuttings of pinks, if left 
until now, perlargoniums and pansies, 
verbena, violets and so on. Cuttings of 
saxifrgaes and other rock plants, or layer 
where appropriate. 
 
Prepare for/Other work due   
Besides disbudding, to get rid of unwanted 
side-growths and hence obtain better blooms, 
keep up with stalking and tying. Continue to 
pick out seedlings being grown in boxes or 
pots. Train in wisteria, honeysuckle, clematis 
and so on. Tie in and train any other shrubs 
or climbers. 
 
Remarks     
If rose budding is attempted, this is the last 
advisable time for it. 

At the new moon, the lunar gravity pulls water up, and 
causes the seeds to swell and burst. This factor, coupled with 
the increasing moonlight creates balanced root and leaf 
growth. This is the best time for planting above ground 
annual crops that produce their seeds outside the fruit.  
 
In the second quarter the gravitational pull is less, but the 
moonlight is strong, creating strong leaf growth. It is 
generally a good time for planting, especially two days before 
the full moon. After the full moon, as the moon wanes, the 
energy is drawing down. The gravitation pull is high, creating 
more moisture in the soil, but the moonlight is decreasing, 
putting energy into the roots.  
 
In the fourth quarter there is decreased gravitational pull and 
moonlight, and it is considered a resting period. This is also 
the best time to cultivate, harvest, transplant and prune. Mow 
lawns in the third or fourth quarter to retard growth. 

Sowings due/Planting out   
Most important is spring cabbage. Apart 
from successions of saladings and also where 
spinach beef, seakale beet and late bettroot 
have not been sown, there are a few.  
 
Prepare for/Other work due   
Winter greens by cleaning and forking 
ground as soon as vacated by spring crops. 
Gathering herbs, tying them in bundles for 
drying and storing. Lifting second early 
potatoes. Clear soil from around shallots, to 
give them room to swell and to aid ripening. 
Parsley running to seed needs cutting back to 
stimulate new growth. 
 
Remarks     
Watering regularly is more than ever 
necessary. Crops particularly likely to require 
it are peas, beans, marrows, tomatoes and 
cucumber, also newly planted crops. 

The Labyrinth 
The Vegetable Patch 

The Fountain Courtyard 
Summerhouse & Fernery 
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HOUSE & GARDEN 

Tenth Moon | Of Man | Air | Light Half of the Year 
 
 
Friday 27th June (Morning:  08:08 UTC) 
Friday 25th July (Night: 22:42 UTC) 
 
Friday 27th June: • NEW MOON (Tenth Moon – Of Men). 10 The Room Of 
Dreams | Guest bedroom. Eish Al Kamar (The Moon’s Nest) | 1977 | Grenada, 
Spain. GOD’S DAY: Feast of Oya (Feast of the winds of change). Offering of 
multi-coloured ribbons and rain water. 
Saturday 12th July: FULL MOON (Tenth Moon – Of Men). The Moon will be 
directly opposite the Earth from the Sun and will be fully illuminated as seen from 
Earth. This phase occurs at 11:25 UTC. 

 

Honey Moon 

Eleventh Moon | Of Birds | Fire | Light Half of the Year 
 
 
Saturday 26th July (Night: 22:42 UTC) 
Sunday 24th August (Afternoon: 14:13 UTC) 
 
Saturday 26 July: NEW MOON (Eleventh Moon – Of Birds). 11 The Office | 
Box-room. Trevelyan Vean | 1929 | New York, USA. GOD’S DAY: Feast of 
Cthulhu. Offering of blood.  
Sunday 10 August: FULL MOON (Eleventh Moon – Of Birds). The Moon will 
be directly opposite the Earth from the Sun and will be fully illuminated as seen 
from Earth. This phase occurs at 18:09 UTC. 
 

 

Owl Moon 

Thirteenth Moon | Of Life/Night | Shadow | Dark Half of the Year 
 
 
Wednesday 24th September (Night: 02:29 UTC) 
Thursday 23rd October (Night: 21:57 UTC) 
 
Wednesday 24 September: 2nd day of Autumn | Dark Half of the Year. NEW MOON 
(Thirteenth Moon – Tree of Life/Tree of Night). The Moon will be directly between the 
Earth and the Sun and will not be visible from Earth. This phase occurs at 06:14 UTC. 
13 The Tipi | Tent. Bah-Has-Tkih (The Lost Room) | 2002 | Arizona, USA. GOD’S 
DAY: Feast of Coyote (God of Creation, Chaos Spirit). Offering of sand and soil. 
Wednesday 8 October: FULL MOON (Thirteenth Moon – Tree of Life/Tree of Night). 
This phase occurs at 10:51 UTC. Total Lunar Eclipse. 
Thursday 23 October: All Gods’ Day: End of the Talliston Lunar Year. This phase 
occurs at 21:57 UTC. 

   

Oak Moon 

9 SUMMER       MOONS    

Twelfth Moon | Of Beasts | Air | Light Half of the Year 
 
 
Monday 25th August (Morning: 14:13 UTC) 
Tuesday 23rd September (Evening: 06:14 UTC) 
 
Monday 25 August: NEW MOON (Twelfth Moon – Of Beasts). 12 The Treehouse 
Sanctuary | Attic. San Phra Phum (The House of the Spirits) | 1965 | Tonlé Sap, 
Cambodia. GOD’S DAY: Feast of Buddha (Wesak festival of enlightenment and 
purification from greed, hatred and ignorance). GOD’S DAY: Feast of Ahau-Kin 
(Jaguar god of the Underworld). 
Tuesday 09 September: FULL MOON (Twelfth Moon – Of Beasts). 01:38 UTC. 
Monday 22 September: All Gods' Day. End of the Talliston Solar Year. 
Tuesday 23 September: 1st day of Autumn | Dark Half of the Year (21st 
September – 20th December). Start of the Talliston solar year (02:29 UTC). FEAST 
DAY: Faerie King. Autumn Equinox. First day of the dark half of the year. 

Stag Moon 

m 

m 

m 

m 

21ST JUNE – to –  
21ST SEPTEMBER 
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Tropical Chilli Fruits in Paper Packets  
Steamed papaya, banana and mango pieces, served with crème fraiche 

 
Ingredients 
Decadent dessert from a recent dinner party  

FOOD & DRINK 

1 Peel, deseed and cut the mangoes and papaya into  
short slices. Slice the banana. 

 
2 Put the sugar, lime juice and coconut cream  

into a small saucepan and simmer until  
the sugar has dissolved. 

 
3 Take 4 squares of paper, and put piles of fruit into  

the centre of each square. Sprinkle the sugar lime sauce on top, 
then sprinkle with the chillies and lime zest.  

 
4 Close and seal the packets and steam for about 5 minutes  

or until just heated. You are only warming the fruits  
to develop the flavours. Serves four. 

m  2 ripe mangoes 

m  1 ripe papaya 

m  1 ripe banana 

m  1 tsp crushed dried chillies, or to taste 

m  Sugar lime sauce 

m  4 tbsp brown sugar or palm sugar 

m  Grated zest and juice of 3 limes 

m  4 tbsp thick coconut cream 

m  4 sheets of greaseproof paper, or foil,  

about 30cm square 
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Until next time…  
Talliston House & Gardens would like to announce the decision that 
from 1st November 2014, the house will be closed to all groups, guests 
and events until the completion of the project at 12:00 noon on 6th 
October 2015. This is due to time pressures and the need to progress 
with multiple locations simultaneously that will render the entire house 
unsuitable for visits.  

Why not follow the countdown clock in The Project pages on the house and gardens’ website!  
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Talliston’s Travelling Wonder 
Now you can experience all the magic of the house in your own home!  

 Talliston’s thirteenth location is 
a mystical Sioux Tipi – the 
wandering room that allows all 
the magic and wonder of the 
house and gardens to travel 
anywhere in the world. Created 
as a way of spreading the secret 

of Talliston, this summer a brand new venture is launched 
upon the unsuspecting world. 
 
From today, ladies and gentlemen, you will be able to 
summon the Tipi for your very own grand afternoon tea 
party or dinner experience. Either indoors or out, Chef 
Marcus and the supper club crew will be whisked to 
wherever you are and magically concoct a fabulous feast 
right before your very eyes.  
 
It’s all the handcrafted unique menus, gorgeous 
presentation, fine china and meticulous atmosphere and 
experience of the Talliston Supper Club – just over at 
yours! Truly a travelling wonder! 
 

For an information pack, email: info@talliston.com
 

*
 


